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Snow Globetrotting

Sagle's Scott Snow is young, fast and completely in control. Jen Forsyth

While most people would look at a steep groomer after a storm that brought rain and
then froze as the most terrifying place to be on a mountain. Scott Snow looked at it as an
awesome opportunity to get some training in before heading off to Europe the first of this new
vear. I didn’t get the opportunity to witness it, but word traveled pretty fast that the lichtning
bolt that lapped Bud’s Chute on Schweitzer Mountain’s South Bowl was none other than

Sandpoint’s own.

With a last name of Snow, it is no wonder that Scott Snow is on the path he is today. From the
early age of 18 months, Snow has charged all over the world, with his debut at a small ski area
in Virginia called Bryvce Mountain. The want to start ski racing quickly followed as his older
sister, Bonnie, was already well on her way, but, as Snow explains, “My father was adamant
that I wait at least until I was 4.” Once he blew out the candles, it was on to running gates on

the Nastar course and then Youth Ski League at 5.

Ovwer the course of the next 11 years, Snow continued training hard with the racing program
Independence Racing, a program based on kids making their own way through the sport.

“I had to work to earn monev for skiing starting at age 8,” Snow says, “which gives a sense of
pride and ownership that I don’t think comes any other way. Also, it builds a work ethic,
without which there can be no hope of achieving any lofty goal.”

Snow was surrounded by a great group of ex-racers who he grew up chasing around. He spent
most of his time training with his coach and father, Shep Snow, and was home-schooled so he
could dedicate as much time to training as possible. He was a regular face on the slopes at

Schweitzer and even spent many days race training at Lookout Pass.

His intense motivation and dedication to succeed has paid off. He won gold and two silver
medals at the J3 Junior Olympics in “o7-'08 and then went on to represent the 17.5. at the
Whistler Cup in Canada and at the Trofeo Topolino in Italy. This is when he was named as a
National Development System athlete at 16, the voungest member on the team. His successes
continued into the next couple of seasons with winning numerous gold, silver and bronze
medals — which has landed him the designation of holding more J2 National Championship
medals than any racer in history.

Now at 18, the youngest member of the 17.5. Men’s Alpine Ski Team, he hopes to land on the
Olyvmpic team for 2014 in Soche, Russia.

Snow has adjusted to his new life and is in full swing for this season as it brings an intensified
schedule with him competing and training in Europe, as well as in North America. Snow has
adapted to traveling with the 17.5. Ski Team, although the experience is quite different than he
was used to: “It was always me and Dad staving in cheap hotels and driving from race to race.
but it’s not exactly the same on the team. It took a while to get used to, but in the end I am
better for the experience.”

One of his many airplane rides this year was to Las Vegas, where he was able to drive a
NASCAR car — “a pretty awesome adrenaline rush.”

Later in the fall, his busy schedule continued to the famed Birds of Prey downhill race in

Colorado, where he had the opportunity to run the course prior to Bode Miller winning the
event.

“I had been looking forward to the opportunity for over a year,” Snow says. “I was extremely

excited when I knew I was going this yvear. I fell asleep more than once thinking about it with
butterflies in my stomach.

“It definitely set me up to do even better in the future.”

To keep up with Scott’s 2012 race schedule and results, visit ScottSnowSki.com.



